1992-2012

I M FN 2011 Annual Report
The International Model Forest Network on the world stage

I M F N 2011 Annual Report — The Internati onal Mo del Forest Net w ork on the w orld stage

A

International Model Forest Network
The International Model Forest Network (IMFN) is a global community of practice whose members and supporters work toward the common goal of the sustainable
management of forest-based landscapes through Model Forests. Since it was announced at UNCED in 1992, the IMFN has grown to include almost 60 Model Forest in
30 countries covering over 100 million hectares.
Model Forests are based on a flexible approach to natural resource management that combines the social, environmental and economic needs of local communities
with the long-term sustainability of large landscapes in which forests are an important, but not exclusive, feature. By design, they are broad-based initiatives linking
stakeholders with a diversity of values and interests within a given landscape to identify and put in place locally relevant solutions to sustainability challenges.
Three aspects central to a Model Forest are a large landscape, broad partnerships and a commitment to sustainability:
• Landscape: A large-scale biophysical area representing a broad range of forest values, including environmental, social, cultural and economic concerns
• Partnership: Each Model Forest is a neutral forum that welcomes voluntary participation of representatives of stakeholder interests and values on the landscape
• Sustainability: Stakeholders are committed to the conservation and sustainable management of natural resources and the forest-based landscape
The IMFN aims to support, through Model Forests, the management of the world’s forest resources in a sustainable manner, reflecting environmental and socio-economic
issues from the perspective of local needs and global concerns.
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2011 Year in Review
January
• IMFN highlighted at the official opening of the International Year of Forests at the UN , including launch
of its work in Rwanda together with the Global Partnership on Forest Landscape Restoration (GPFLR)

February
• AMFN facilitates REDD+ workshop in Kinshasa, Democractic Republic of the Congo)
• Final workshop of the IAMFN’s Knowledge for Effective Learning and Development (KEDLAP) project

March
• International Symposium on Ecosystem and Landscape-level Approaches to Sustainability, Burgos (Spain)
• 2011 IMFN Global Forum, Burgos (Spain)
• IAMFN Board of Directors meeting
• Chorotega Model Forest (Costa Rica) joins the IMFN
• AMFN facilitates REDD+ workshop in Cameroon
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Meeting of members of the
Colinas Bajas Model Forest,
Dominican Republic

June
• CMFN Annual General Meeting
• Trilateral Cooperation Agreement between the Araucarias del Alto Malleco Model Forest
(Chile, Prince Albert Model Forest (Canada) and the Vilhelmina Model Forest (Sweden) signed
• Kyoto Model Forest (Japan) joins the IMFN

July
• Chile and Honduras initiate development of national Model Forest networks
• First IAMFN facilitated regional workshop on participative methodologies for linking interested
parties in National Forest Programs (Costa Rica)
• IMFN and AMFN secretariats participate in Rwanda’s national workshop on the design
of a Forest Landscape Restoration Program together with GPFLR partners

September
• IMFN Secretariat joins the GPFLR during the Bonn Challenge meeting in Germany to
begin to map out the Partnership implementation plan
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Meeting in Rwanda to
discuss using Model Forests for
landscape restoration program

October
• Representatives from the AMFN, CMFN and IAMFN participate in a community forestry and REDD+ workshop in Quebec
• RMFN–Asia collaborates with IUCN in a side event on forest landscape restoration during Asia–Pacific Forestry Week in Beijing
• Democratic Republic of the Congo and AMFN Secretariat establish national coordination group to support Model Forest development
• The Central African Republic Prime Minister establishes interdepartmental working group to develop a Model Forest in the country

November
• Second IAMFN regional workshop on participative methodologies for linking interested parties in National Forest Programs (Bolivia)
• IAMFN workshop on Model Forests and local implementation of national REDD+ strategies (Bolivia)
• IAMFN Board of Directors meeting
• Ifrane Model Forest (Morocco) and Yalova Model Forest (Turkey) join the IMFN
• MedForum 2011 takes place in the proposed Provence Model Forest (France)
• Montagne Fiorentine (Toscany, Italy) accepted as Candidate Model Forest

December
• CMFN holds strategic planning session to explore future development scenarios
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Executive Summary
The IMFN had an exceptionally busy and productive year in 2011.  
It started with the United Nations declaration that 2011 was the
International Year of Forests (IYF), which provided an excellent
opportunity to raise awareness of the important role forests play in
conserving biodiversity, as well as in our social and economic wellbeing. The IMFN Secretariat attended the official launch of the IYF,
during the ninth session of the United Nations Forum on Forests,
and presented some of the Network’s achievements. Mr. Tom Rosser,
Assistant Deputy Minister, Canadian Forest Service, represented
the IMFN Secretariat and shared the stage with H.E. Mr. Joseph
Deiss (President of the 65th session of the United Nations General
Assembly), Professor Wangari Maathai (2004 Nobel Peace Price
Laureate), Ms. Jan McAlpine (Director UN Forest on Forests
Secretariat), H.E. Mr. Stanislas Kamanzi (Minister of Environment
and Lands, Rwanda), and several other distinguished guests.

provided many opportunities to engage in debate on Symposium
themes—ecosystem goods and services, inventory and monitoring,
governance and future directions—and arrive at specific conclusions
and recommendations concerning the value of ecosystem approaches
in the context of global policy objectives in this area
(http://www.globalforum2011.net).

In March, the IMFN Secretariat collaborated with our Model
Forest partners in Spain—Cesefor, Urbión Model Forest, the
regional government of Castile and León and the Spanish Ministry
of Environment and Rural and Marine Affairs—to deliver the
International Symposium on Ecosystem and Landscape-level
Approaches to Sustainability. The event brought together
400 experts and practitioners of ecosystem-based management
from around the world to learn about current and cutting-edge
approaches to sustainability on a large scale. The Symposium

Although not officially starting until January 2012, two significant
new initiatives were announced as 2011 drew to a close. The first is
funding for the Baltic Landscape Network that will facilitate Model
Forest expansion in three countries in northern Europe, Belarus,
Poland and Finland. Also based on funding from the European Union,
a new 4-year ecoAdapt project will involve several Model Forests
in the Ibero-American Model Forest Network in strengthening
REDD+ capacities of Latin American forest managers.

Immediately following the Symposium, the 2011 IMFN Global
Forum was held with 225 participants from 32 countries, the
largest Global Forum so far. In addition to discussions on Strategic
Initiatives, a key outcome was support for an IMFN Charter.
The Charter will provide a structural framework for advancing
the Network’s key objectives, defining member roles and
responsibilities, and further anchoring the IMFN as a dynamic
global learning network.

I M F N 2011 Annual Report — The Internati onal Mo del Forest Net w ork on the w orld stage

4

In a world where knowledge exchange is touted as the first step in innovation,
the IMFN continues to contribute significantly to creating a global platform for
the sharing of knowledge in favour of finding innovative solutions to today’s
challenges in natural resource management and good governance.

Several Model Forests joined the IMFN in both the Mediterranean
and Ibero-American regions, and development of new Model
Forests in the Congo Basin was initiated. In June 2011, a trilateral
agreement was signed between the Araucarias del Alto Malleco
(Chile), Prince Albert (Canada) and the Vilhelmina (Sweden) Model
Forests to share knowledge and experiences between indigenous
stakeholders on a range of sustainable land use issues.
As REDD+ becomes an increasingly important climate change
strategy, throughout 2011 Model Forests supported regional
workshops in the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Bolivia to
raise awareness and build capacity for local stakeholders to engage
in REDD+ activities. These workshops built on substantial work
that has been developed to describe and operationalize a REDD+
niche for Model Forests and the Network in support of national
REDD+ strategies.
In September, the IMFN Secretariat was invited to join the GPFLR,
through the “Bonn Challenge” meeting in Germany that brought
together a number of high-level leaders and prominent international
organizations to discuss forest landscape restoration. Within the

context of the CBD 2020 target of restoring 150 million hectares of
forest globally, the IMFN and other partners involved in the “Bonn
Challenge” began to plot out how this challenge might be met. The
IMFN, with 20 years of experience in managing large landscapes
based on the ecosystem approach, continues to share its expertise in
support of the CBD’s forest restoration goal.
In a world where knowledge exchange is touted as the first step
in innovation, the IMFN continues to contribute significantly to
creating a global platform for the sharing of knowledge in favour of
finding innovative solutions to today’s challenges in natural resource
management and good governance. 2011 was an important year
for Model Forests as the IMFN played an active role internationally
to demonstrate, share, experiment and innovate in support of the
sustainable management of ecosystems and large landscapes. The
IMFN will continue to build on this momentum as we move into
2012, the 20th anniversary of Model Forests and the IMFN.

I M F N 2011 Annual Report — The Internati onal Mo del Forest Net w ork on the w orld stage

5

Global Conversations
International Symposium on Ecosystem and
Landscape-level Approaches to Sustainability
Burgos, Spain. For two days in March 2011, over 400 people from
around the world gathered to learn about current approaches and
engage in debate on the Symposium themes: ecosystem goods
and services, inventory and monitoring, governance, and future
directions. The event was co-organized by FAO, IUCN, CIFOR and
the CBD Secretariat. A key conclusion was that the ecosystem and
large landscape-level approach is essential in understanding social,
economic and ecological processes required for the achievement of
sustainable natural resource management. Initiatives such as Model
Forests and Biosphere Reserves are good examples of the type of
approach required to promote and contribute to the sustainable
management of forest-based landscapes.

2011 IMFN Global Forum
Burgos, Spain. The triennial meeting of the IMFN was held
immediately following the International Symposium. The event
gathered 225 participants from 32 countries representing Model
Forests in Canada, Africa, Europe, and Russia, Asia, and the
Americas. The Global Forum provided IMFN members an
opportunity to meet each other, share their experiences and debate
and agree on the strategic directions of the Network. Highlights
included discussions on an IMFN Charter and planning for the
IMFN Strategic Initiatives. (http://www.globalforum2011.net).

IMFN Charter
The IMFN Charter is designed to build a strong and healthy
foundation for the ongoing institutional development of the IMFN
by establishing a structural framework for moving forward. The
document was formulated to highlight the IMFN’s key objectives,
define roles and responsibilities of membership, formalize general
IMFN procedures, and reinforce the existing Framework of Model
Forest Principles and Attributes. The document was presented at the
2011 IMFN Global Forum and finalized in December with input
and agreement from network members.
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Bamboo nursery,
Lin’an Model Forest

IMFN Circumboreal Initiative
In 2011, the IMFN Circumboreal Initiative supported several
activities designed to enhance collaboration between Model Forests
in the boreal region and build knowledge on key boreal issues:
• The multi-year Vilhelmina Model Forest (Sweden)–Prince
Albert Model Forest (Canada) Learning from our Elders project
explores climate change adaption strategies among Cree
caribou hunters in Canada and Sami reindeer herders in
Sweden. In 2011, a teaching unit was developed that can be
linked to resource management courses taught at institutions
affiliated with the University of the Arctic.
• Le Bourdon Model Forest’s (Canada) climate change
vulnerability project developed modeling tools to assess the
biophysical and socio-economic impacts of climate change
on community values, and test the robustness of identified
adaptation strategies. Links to the emerging Bergslagen Model
Forest (Sweden) were also being explored in 2011.
• The Canadian Model Forest Network developed and tested a
metadata collection framework that will be used to document
availability of key GIS and other databases in Model Forests.
This will facilitate promotion of Model Forests as key places
to undertaken research on topics and issues relevant to
stakeholders.
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Regional Highlights
African Model Forest Network
• The Government of the Democratic Republic of Congo signalled its intention to develop three Model
Forests—Tumba Lake, Mayombe and North Kivu—with the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding
with the AMFN Secretariat. As well, the Prime Minister of the Central African Republic established an
interdepartmental working group to develop a Model Forest in the country.
• The IMFN Secretariat committed to assisting Rwanda with its Forest Landscape Restoration program. The
program aims to restore degraded landscapes, while improving governance of the landscape and natural
resources, using the Model Forest approach. The Lake Giswhati area of Rwanda was subsequently identified
for Model Forest development.
• The AMFN Secretariat is training Model Forest members through a Mobile Practical Model Forest School
launched in 2011. The goal is to support entrepreneurship by developing local leadership, valuing local
knowledge and using local natural resources.

Regional Model Forest Network—Asia
• The Kyoto Model Forest officially joined the IMFN in June, bringing the total number of Model Forests in
Asia to seven.
• RMFN-Asia shared a side event on forest landscape restoration with IUCN during Asia-Pacific Forestry
Week in Beijing. RMFN-Asia’s participation offered an opportunity to demonstrate how Model Forests are
implementing forest restoration and using this activity as a tool for improving conservation and livelihoods.
• Seven representatives from Kodagu (India), Ulot Watershed (Philippines) and Carood Watershed
(Philippines) visited Lin’an Model Forest (China) to learn about their successful high-yield bamboo
harvesting and processing techniques.
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Saw mill in Ifrane
Model Forest, Morocco

Mediterranean Model Forest Network
• Ifrane (Morocco) and Yalova (Turkey) Model Forests were accepted as IMFN members, and the Montagne Fiorentine
Model Forest (Toscany, Italy) was accepted as a candidate.
• The 2011 regional meeting of the Mediterranean Model Forest Network (MedFORUM) took place in Marseille
(France) in cooperation with the Collaborative Partnership on Mediterranean Forests.
• Three regional projects were initiaited: forest products marketing and traceability, development and promotion of
tourism in Model Forests, and webGIS to facilitate spatial data collection.

Ibero-American Model Forest Network
• A final workshop of the Knowledge for Effective Learning and Development (KEDLAP) project was held at CATIE.
Sponsored by IDRC, CUSO International and the IMFN Secretariat, KEDLAP was designed to enhance the
knowledge sharing capacity of Model Forests.
• The Chorotega Model Forest in Costa Rica was formally accepted into the IMFN.  
• The IAMFN delivered a regional workshop in Bolivia on Participative Methodologies for Linking Interested Parties in National
Forest Programs, for the FAO National Forest Facility Program. Participants were trained to function as facilitators in the
use of participatory processes in the development of forest policies.
• The IAMFN seed funding initiative has been used by Model Forests to build capacity in areas such as governance, forest
fire prevention, payment for environmental services, monitoring and evaluation, and corporate social responsibility.
In 2011, the funds supported Model Forest exchanges on the conservation of natural resources (Los Altos and Lachuá
Model Forests in Guatamala) and the development of a community tourism strategy (Araucarias del Alto Malleco,
Chile and Urbión, Spain).
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Northern Europe and Russia
• The Baltic Landscape Initiative led by the Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences in Umeå was announced. The
3-year initiative will be officially launched in 2012 and financed by the EU Interreg Baltic Sea Region and will focus
on further development of the Model Forest concept in northern Europe. Sweden, Finland, Poland, Belarus, Estonia,
Latvia and Norway are involved.

Canadian Model Forest Network
• Prince Albert Model Forest hosted the CMFN’s 2011 Annual General Meeting in June.
• CMFN held a strategic planning session to explore future development scenarios.
• A new governance structure was implemented for the network. Vice President positions were created focusing
on science and research, international programs, communications, business development, policy and partnerships,
member services and finance.
• Four international delegations were hosted: Cameroon, Sweden and two from Indonesia.
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I M FN response to key global challenges
IMFN Strategic Initiatives
Strategic Initiatives support collaborative efforts between Model
Forests and regional networks to address key global issues. IMFN
members identified three Strategic Initiatives at the 2008 IMFN
Global Forum, which were reaffirmed at the 2011 forum:
• Climate Change: 1) adaptation to climate change, and 2)
Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation
(REDD+)
• Ecosystem Goods and Services: 1) methodologies for
measurement, valuation and payment for ecological services,
2) capacity building, knowledge sharing and integration
of policy and practice, and 3) landscape and watershed
management
• Community Sustainability: 1) commercialization of local
products and services, and 2) investment and capacity
building of local human resources and leadership

Community Sustainability Strategic Initiative
Model Forests are involved in a wide range of community
sustainability projects. Some projects focus on developing and
marketing value-added products from non-timber forest products
(NTFPs), while others focus on the development of ecotourism as a
way to conserve forest resources and enhance community economic
development.
The IMFN e-directory pilot project was started in 2010 to provide
a platform for promoting the products and services that support the
sustainable management of natural resources. During the past year,
information from Model Forest-based small and medium enterprises
was gathered to create a database for the e-directory. As well, early
in 2011, a CUSO International volunteer was assigned to act as a
commercial and marketing advisor. The pilot project included nine
Model Forests in the Ibero-American region and two in Asia and will
be expanded in the coming years.
A former CUSO International volunteer based in the Chiloé Model
Forest (Chile) prepared A guide to evaluating the tourism potential of your
community or Model Forest to help stakeholders identify opportunities
and build local capacity to engage in ecotourism activities.
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Vilhelmina
Model Forest,
Sweden

Climate Change Strategic Initiative
Climate change has far reaching implications for sustainable
livelihoods, food security, health, water availability and biodiversity.
The success of climate adaptation projects relies on extensive
dialogue and stakeholder engagement. Model Forests, with their
landscape-scale platforms and broad stakeholder engagement,
are ideally suited to carry out climate change research, develop
community adaptation strategies and monitor such efforts over
the long-term.
This past year, national government policy makers, international
donors, and Model Forest members facilitated three regional
forest-climate events in Latin America and Africa:
• Co-sponsored by FAO, REDDNet, CATIE and the IMFN
Secretariat, a three-day workshop in Bolivia in November
brought together over 70 local stakeholders, experts, private
institutions and national governments from 15 countries in the
region to exchange information on REDD+. The workshop
resulted in enhanced collaboration between the IAMFN and
national and regional bodies in charge of REDD+, an improved
understanding of how REDD+ applies to local communities
and local governance and how the Model Forest approach can
assist in implementing REDD+.

• The AMFN Secretariat facilitated workshops in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo and Cameroon to enhance Model Forest
stakeholder awareness of REDD+ opportunities and challenges.
As well, three pilot projects in two Canadian Model Forests are
testing the CMFN Climate Change Adaptation Community
Vulnerability Guide

Ecological Goods and Services Strategic Initiative
Model Forests support the provision of goods and services essential
to meet basic human needs by encouraging activities and research
that fosters conservation as well as the monetary valuation of natural
resources. In October, representatives from across the RMFN-Asia
attended a capacity-building workshop on payment for ecosystem
services (PES) at the Centre for Forests and People (RECOFTC).
The workshop was designed to build capacity among stakeholders,
and explore how PES could act as a source of income and resource
conservation in Model Forests.
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Algerian farmer from proposed
Tlemcen Model Forest shares
his knowledge on local plants

IMFN Fellowships
The 2011 IMFN Fellowships supported training, knowledge
exchange and other capacity building activities related to the
three IMFN Strategic Initiatives: community sustainability,
climate change, and ecological goods and services. Over
25 Fellowships were awarded, including:

• A stakeholder in the proposed Model Forest in Tunisia spent
eight days at the University of Extramadura in Spain to learn
about the approaches and methodology used to evaluate the
effect of climate change on the vulnerability of the English oak
(Quercus robur), an important species in the region.

• Ten representatives from nine Model Forests in IAMFN
attended a month-long course at CATIE on Forest management
and climate change.
• Two stakeholders in the Kodagu Model Forest (India) attended
a proposal writing workshop in Bangkok held at the Center for
People and Forests (RECOFTC). A third member undertook a
study tour to the Philippines to learn about their payment for
ecosystem services program for upland areas to further thinking
in how the Philippine experience could be applied to watershed
management in important catchment areas in Kodagu. The
knowledge from the study tour coupled with the skills gained
from the proposal writing workshop were intended to be used to
develop a proposal to the Government of India to use Kodagu
as a pilot site for a PES scheme.  
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Communicating Results
Throughout 2011, the IMFN Secretariat produced several products
to highlight and promote the practical work of Model Forests to
international organizations and policy makers (imfn.net/publications):
• The International Model Forest Network.
A global approach to ecosystem sustainability
• Proceedings of the 2011 IMFN Global Forum
Regional Network publications included:
• Developing sustainable forests and communities in Canada
(www.modelforest.net)
• Model Forest experiences in Ibero-America: A 15-year journey
(www.bosquesmodelo.net)
Two new issues of Connections were published focusing on the
International Symposium and the IMFN Global Forum, and
IMFN activities on climate change adaptation and mitigation
(www.imfn.net/connections).

IMFN website statistics indicate
widespread knowledge sharing
The IMFN website received many more visitors in 2011. Since the
improvements to access and information on the IMFN website, visits
to the site have dramatically increased. This past year 19,949 visits
came from 151 countries or territories; 78.36% were new visits; and
there were 52,958 page views.
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Newsflashes from 2011:
Excerpts from the IMFN E-News
Model Forests promoted at the Ninth Session
of the United Nations Forum on Forests
In January at the Ninth session of the UNFF, the IMFN Secretariat
presented the achievements of the IMFN to the Panel on Regional
and Sub-regional Perspectives on Forests for People, Livelihoods
and Poverty Eradication. The IMFN Secretariat also organized a
panel discussion on Model Forests and Sustainable Livelihoods: A Successful
Partnership Approach. This discussion highlighted the success of
the Model Forest approach in contributing to global sustainable
development goals through improving livelihoods in forest-based
communities.

The Model Forest Approach to Support Rwanda’s
Forest Landscape Restoration Initiative
In February, at the UN in New York, Mr. Tom Rosser, Assistant
Deputy Minister for the Canadian Forest Service announced that
Canada and the IMFN Secretariat would be working with the
Government of Rwanda, the UNFF Secretariat, IUCN and other
international partners to use the Model Forest approach in support
of the Rwanda Forest Landscape Restoration Initiative.

IMFN’s first Trilateral Collaboration
Agreement Signed
In June, an historic accord was signed at the CMFN Annual General
Meeting. The Trilateral Collaboration Agreement links three Model
Forests: Araucarias del Alto Malleco (Chile), Vilhelmina (Sweden)
and Prince Albert (Canada). The agreement outlines the basis of
working together on joint priority areas such as ecological goods and
services and indigenous peoples within the context of sustainable
landscape planning and good governance.

International Workshop on Community Forestry
and REDD+ Implementation in Quebec, Canada
In October, representatives from the African and Ibero-American
and Canadian Model Forest Networks participated in a workshop on
community forestry and REDD+ implementation organized by the
University of Laval (Quebec City) and McGill University (Montreal).
More than 40 participants took part in discussions ranging from
Aboriginal approaches to community forestry in Canada to
implementing REDD+ strategies in Africa.
http://www.ihqeds.ulaval.ca/16265.html
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Noteworthy Promotional Items
• Model Forests and the International Model Forest Network:
A global approach to ecosystem sustainability. Insert produced
for UNESCO’s World Heritage magazine.
http://www.pfdheritage.com/wh61en/
• IMFN: Local-level Solutions to Landscape Restoration Challenges
– Best Practices for Biodiversity Conservation through Model Forest
Partnerships. Poster presented at the CBD SBSTTA meeting
in Montreal, Quebec in October.
• A short video on the IMFN is currently available on
the IMFN website, Vimeo and Youtube.
• Six posters on the IMFN, regional activities and Strategic
Initiative themes and knowledge sharing were produced for
the Global Forum (http://imfn.net/strategic-initiatives).

I M F N 2011 Annual Report — The Internati onal Mo del Forest Net w ork on the w orld stage

16

Network Contact Information
African Model Forest
Network

Ibero-American
Model Forest Network

Regional Model Forest
Network—Asia

Quartier Dragages
Carrefour Ministère de la Ville
P.O. Box 33678, Yaoundé
Cameroon

División de Investigación y
Desarrollo
CATIE 7170,
Turrialba, Costa Rica

Chinese Academy of Forestry
Wan Shou Shan P.O. Box 38
Beijing 100091
People’s Republic of China

www.africanmodelforests.org

www.bosquesmodelo.net

Canadian Model Forest
Network

Mediterranean
Model Forest Network

P.O. Bag 2150
10 Campus Drive
Kemptville, Ontario Canada  
K0G 1J0

Plaza de la Universidad
Numero 4 - Entreplanta 1
47002 Valladolid
Spain

www.modelforest.net

www.mmfn.info

Northern Europe
c/o Vilhelmina
Model Forest
Volgsjövägen 27, S-912 32
Vilhelmina, Sweden
www.vilhelminamodelforest.se

Russia
c/o Komi Model Forest
P.O. Box 810
Syktyvkar, Komi
Russia 16700
www.komimodelforest.ru
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Acronyms
AMFN
CATIE
CBD
CIFOR
CMFN
FAO
GPFLR
IAMFN
IDRC
IMFN
IUCN
KEDLAP
MMFN
NRCan–CFS
PES
REDD+
RMFN–Asia
UNFF

African Model Forest Network
Tropical Agricultural Research and Higher Education Center
Convention on Biological Diversity
Centre for International Forestry Research
Canadian Model Forest Network
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
Global Partnership for Forest Landscape Restoration
Ibero-American Model Forest Network
International Development Research Centre
International Model Forest Network
International Union for Conservation of Nature
Knowledge for Effective Learning and Development
Mediterranean Model Forest Network
Natural Resources Canada–Canadian Forest Service
Payment for ecosystem services
Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation
Regional Model Forest Network, Asia
United Nations Forum on Forests
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In creating a Model Forest, individuals, governments, businesses and other interest groups supporting a wide
range of forest values (social, cultural, economic and environmental concerns) agree to collaborate to devise
and demonstrate ways to manage forest-based landscapes and natural resources using approaches that are
both locally acceptable and nationally relevant. They also develop a shared understanding of sustainable
development and of how to put this new knowledge into practice through collaborative activities.
Since 1992, forest-dependent stakeholders around the world have been translating sustainable natural
resource management priorities and policies into action on the ground through the Model Forest approach.
The IMFN Secretariat, based in Ottawa, Canada at Natural Resources Canada–Canadian Forest Service
coordinates support and development services to the Network and works to strengthen and expand the IMFN.
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1992-2012

International
Model Forest
Network Secretariat
580 Booth Street
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K1A 0E4
imfn@imfn.net
Fax: +613-947-7399

imfn.net

This report has been published with
the support of the Government of Canada.
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