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The Contribution and Commitment to
Sustainable Landscape Management Continues…
For more than 20 years Model Forests have

By facilitating a common understanding of

supported and produced meaningful and

the vision, values and needs of all landscape

sustainable change around the world.

players; initiating free and open discussions

The Model Forest approach offers an
effective and flexible process that creates
broad partnerships which represent the

of the issues; pooling stakeholder resources
– Model Forests help create effective,
multiple-scale results.

environmental, social and economic forces

The stories which emerged in 2013 highlight

at play on the landscape.

the effectiveness of the Model Forest process

Model Forests help to create a common
vision of sustainability and constructive
dialogue involving all stakeholders. In turn,
the process nurtures a depth of trust and

at fostering innovative thinking and creating
change. The impacts outlined in the stories
on these pages could not have been realized
without the Model Forest approach.

Peter Besseau, Executive Director
of IMFN was elected co-chair of
the Global Partnership on Forest and
Landscape Restoration (GPFLR) in 2013

transparency and increases the willingness
to implement innovative solutions.
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Launching a National Model Forest Ecological Corridor
TIERRAS ADJUNTAS MODEL FOREST, PUERTO RICO
Between 1999 and 2004, the Government
of Puerto Rico undertook various legislative
steps to protect and create connectivity
between State forests. These initiatives were
unsuccessful, in part, because a mechanism
for integrating the landscape into a broader
management strategy could not be found.
The Tierras Adjuntas Model Forest, begun in 2006,
introduced a landscape approach anchored in a
collaborative and transparent governance model
which allowed its partners to identify the social,
economic and environmental values from communities
and ultimately establish and strengthen connectivity
between the island’s public forests.

The success of the Model Forest prompted the Government of Puerto Rico to adopt the concept and make it the
cornerstone of its approach to landscape management.
The Model Forest Act of Puerto Rico, introduced in the
legislature in 2013, was passed by the government in 2014.
The legislation creates a new National Model Forest
ecological corridor encompassing approximately one
third of the island (390,000 acres), 20 municipalities, and
interconnects 20 protected natural areas. This powerful
mechanism will become a new platform for integrating
environmental, economic, social and cultural development at a landscape level.

Story

http://eepurl.com/ZgCGL

Tierras Adjuntas Model Forest

http://casapueblo.org/index.php/escuela-de-musicainstituto-comunitario-de-biodiversidad-y-cultura/

IAMFN

http://www.bosquesmodelo.net/

Bosque Modelo Caçador

http://www.cnpf.embrapa.br/publica/folders/
Bosque_Modelo_Cacador.pdf

In 2013, the Caçador Model Forest in Santa Catarina,
Brazil became a member of the IMFN and the
Ibero-American Model Forest Network.
Represented by the Ministry of Environment, the
Government of Ecuador joined the Iberoamerican
Model Forest Network in 2013. It is now working
on site selection.
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The Scent of Sustainability

CAROOD WATERSHED MODEL FOREST, PHILIPPINES
The lack of livelihood opportunities is a
major contributing factor to rural poverty in
the Philippines. Providing knowledge and
opportunities to people in these communities
can go a long way in creating more
productive and progressive livelihoods
and protect the environment.
The Cambugsay Tree Planters’ Multipurpose Cooperative
(CTPMPC) on Bohol Island is a key member of the
Carood Watershed Model Forest. The Cooperative helps
to teach people the value of caring for the environment,
their community and develop livelihoods in a sustainable
manner.
In 2013, they received funds from The Body Shop Foundation’s 2012-13 Dragon Fruit Lip Butter campaign to
extend the Cooperative’s programs. The funding helped
to expand their existing 81 hectares with an additional
five-hectare plantation comprised of more than 2,000
Ylang-ylang* seedlings inter-planted with coffee and
shaded by banana plants. The Cooperative also used the
funding to stabilize riverbanks and develop ecotourism
programs for students.

Intercropping of compatible plants encourages bio
-diversity, limits crop damage, and increases harvesting
yields. This, in turn, increases value for those deriving
economic benefit from the landscape while increasing
smallholder resilience to climate change.

“

Story

http://eepurl.com/SnYiT

RMFN-Asia
rmfnasia.net

This is such a good opportunity for us to
improve, develop and be more productive.
Now that we have already started this, with
the help of the Body Shop Foundation, we
are intending to expand this for the next five
years with our dream to make Ylang-ylang
fragrance as a signature scent of our place.
— Bernardita M. Albarando, CTPMPC Chairperson

*Ylang-ylang (Cananga odorata): A member of the custard-apple family, the essential
oils extracted from the Ylang-ylang flower are used in perfume and aromatherapy.

IMFN 2013

4

Building Climate Change Resilient Communities
CAMPO MA’AN AND DJA ET MPOMO MODEL FORESTS, CAMEROON
Changes in climate and extreme weather
events disrupt agrifood production systems.
This can cause significant food security and
livelihood challenges in countries such as
Cameroon where many smallholders farm
and collect forest products for subsistence.
The African Model Forest Network (AMFN) and Cuso
International implemented a project in 2013 to help
farmers adapt to these challenges. The Eco-Agricultural
Business for the Adaptation to Changes in Climate or
B-ADAPT project promotes the adoption of new ecoagricultural planting techniques, the use of biofertilizers
and crop rotation techniques, and value-added development of African plants and non-timber forest products
(NTFP). This new knowledge is transferred using a
network of farm-schools led by women and indigenous
people who serve as community peer educators.

The Model Forest governance structure, which reaches
hundreds of communities, allowed for the project’s
extensive mobilization and quick implementation and
contributed to building more sustainable and resilient
landscapes. Farmers have increased productivity on
reduced land areas. A sustainable network of smallholder
businesses has emerged.

Story

http://eepurl.com/HjNwL

African Model Forest Network

https://www.facebook.com/pages/RAFM-ReseauAfricain-de-Forets-Modeles/202000019814792

The B-ADAPT project supported 234 farm-schools
in more than 226 villages in Cameroon’s two Model
Forests—Campo Ma’an and Dja et Mpomo. More than
2,000 agricultural, NTFP and non-conventional livestock
producers were involved.
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Learning from Our Elders

PRINCE ALBERT MODEL FOREST, CANADA AND VILHELMINA MODEL FOREST, SWEDEN
“Learning from our Elders” is a unique crosscultural program focused on sharing Elders’
traditional ecological knowledge (TEK) about
woodland caribou in the Prince Albert Model
Forest in Canada and reindeer husbandry in
Vilhelmina Model Forest in Sweden.

Growing out of connections made at the 2003 World
Forestry Congress, a series of cultural exchanges between
the Cree of northern Saskatchewan and the Saami reindeer herders of Sweden were organized by stakeholders
in the two circumboreal Model Forests. Initial research
compared similarities and differences between the two
cultures and their connections to native woodland
caribou in Saskatchewan and reindeer in Sweden.
This led to the development of a program where Saami
and Cree youth conducted interviews with Elders,
family and community members on traditional reindeer
husbandry and caribou hunting practices. The Model
Forests facilitated further research on how climate
change is impacting these activities.
A learning module of TEK stories, including knowledge
on caribou habitat and health, climate change and land-use
impacts is being produced by PAMF. In Sweden the
information will be made available on a learning DVD.

“

When we speak in our language, we

Story

http://eepurl.com/HjMAb

Video

youtu.be/BFnsgEEMGzc

Prince Albert Model Forest

http://www.pamodelforest.sk.ca/

Vilhelmina Model Forest
http://www.modelforest.se/

Bergslagen Model Forest

http://www.bergslagen.org/en

Ilomantsi Model Forest

http://www.modelforest.fi/en/

In 2013, Sustainable Bergslagen in southern Sweden
and the Ilomantsi Model Forest in Finland became
members of the International Model Forest Network.

speak with what we truly know and
how our ancestors have passed on the
knowledge to us and how we still use it.
— Cree Elder
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The Beginnings of a Model Forest Network in the Adriatic
In 2013, stakeholders in the Adriatic took
their first steps in creating the Adriatic Model
Forest project. Funded under the European
Union’s Instrument for Pre-Accession Adriatic
Cross-Border Programme, the project aims
to create a second Model Forest in Croatia
and lay the groundwork for additional Model
Forests in other Adriatic countries.
The Croatian Forest Research Institute sees the Model
Forest approach as an extremely useful process combining
dialogue with concrete action and creating multi-faceted
linkages between national and international policy-making
and field operations. Croatia has embraced the Model

Forest approach. The Mirna River Model Forest in the
Istria region is already in development and this new project
will establish a Model Forest in the Dalmatia region.
In an area of Europe which only 20 years ago saw prolonged conflict, the desire for cooperation in the Adriatic
is a strong policy driver in many countries as they look to
increase regional stability and create stronger integration
amongst themselves and the rest of Europe while supporting
economic growth and sustainable development.

Story

http://eepurl.com/4hr7r

Mediterranean Model Forest Network

http://www.mmfn.info/sitio/que-es.php?idioma=en

Forêt Modèle de Provence

http://www.ofme.org/foretmodele-provence/index.php

The project includes a series of knowledge transfer events
allowing regional partners to gain practical experience
and best practices to begin to build Model Forests in their
own countries. In the future, additional Model Forests in
Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Greece, Italy,
Montenegro and Serbia may be realized from these initial
steps taken in Croatia.

In 2013, the Provence Model Forest in southern France
became a member of the International Model Forest
Network and the Mediterranean Model Forest Network.
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The International Model Forest Network brings people together
to test and apply innovative approaches to managing the world’s
ecosystems and landscapes in a sustainable manner.

The International Model Forest Network is comprised
of 57 Model Forests in six regional networks covering
84 million hectares.
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Join the IMFN newsletter: http://bit.ly/1qqHDhY
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