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Model Forests and their Regional Networks form the 
International Model Forest Network (IMFN) whose 
Secretariat is based at Natural Resources Canada, in 
Ottawa. The IMFN is a global Community of Practice 
whose members work towards a common goal: the 
sustainable management of forest-based landscapes. 
The IMFN now includes more than 50 Model Forests in 
30 member countries across �ve continents.

What is a Model Forest?
Model Forests are based on a �exible approach that 
combines the social, cultural and economic needs of 
local communities with the long-term sustainability of 
large landscapes in which forests are an important 
feature. By design they are voluntary, broad-based 
initiatives linking forestry, research, agriculture, mining, 
recreation, and other interests in a given landscape. 

While each Model Forest sets its own priorities, 
common themes found across the IMFN include:

• Biodiversity

• Conservation

• Forest restoration

• Sustainable economic development

• Education and capacity building

• Participatory governance and con�ict mitigation

These common themes form the basis for networking, 
learning, and innovating from local to global levels. 

IMFN Vision
To support, through Model Forests, 
the management of the world's 
forest resources in a sustainable 
manner, re�ecting environmental 
and socio-economic issues from 
the perspective of local needs and 
global concerns.
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Contact Information
African Model Forest Network Secretariat
Villa 1022 Bastos, Quartier Ambassade de Chine 
BP 33678, Yaoundé 
Cameroun
Telephone: +237 77 69 68 04
regional-o�ce@africanmodelforests.org  

International Model Forest Network Secretariat
c/o Natural Resources Canada – Canadian Forest Service
580 Booth St.
Ottawa, Ontario
Canada
K1A 0E3
Telephone: +1-613-947-7350
imfns@imfn.net
www.imfn.net

AMFN, Regional Model Forest 
Networks and the IMFN
 
With the establishment of the AMFN-Secretariat in 
Yaoundé, Cameroon in 2009, the African Network now 
joins several other Regional Model Forest Networks: 

■ The Mediterranean Model Forest Network based in 
Valladolid, Spain

■ The Ibero-American Model Forest Network based in 
Turrialba, Costa Rica

■ The Canadian Model Forest Network based in 
Ottawa, Canada

■ The Asia Regional Model Forest Network - based in 
Beijing, China

■ Russia and Northern Europe are also developing 
regional networks as well

The African Model Forest Network or AMFN was 
established in 2009 as a subset of the International Model 
Forest Network with support from the Government 
of Canada. 

The AMFN’s mission is to facilitate the development of a 
pan-African network of Model Forests representative of the 
continent’s wealth and diversity. The African Network 
currently includes two Model Forests in Cameroon, with 
others in development in Morocco and Tunisia and the 
Congo Basin.

The AMFN aims to 

• Establish a well-governed Network that will work 
towards community sustainability as part of the 
sustainable development of forested landscapes

• Support African Model Forests and their national 
networks in their e�orts to build and consolidate a local 
governance model based on cooperation, innovation, 
and partnership development

• Contribute to the design and implementation of 
sustainable  African policies in areas of environment 
and development

• Work to reinforce international cooperation between 
Model Forests in Africa and those elsewhere in the world

• Facilitate learning in all subjects relevant to Model 
Forests, in a spirit of environmental responsibility, 
sustainable development, innovation, African unity, and 
international solidarity
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